
Ethnicity, Identity and Conflicts among 
Pastoral Groups in Eastern Ethiopia

Bamlaku Tadesse,  Assistant Professor in Social Anthropology, PhD candidate in 
Peace and Conflict Resolution, Department of Gender and Development, College 
of Social Sciences and Humanities, Haramaya University, Ethiopia.
Fekadu Beyene, PhD, Vice President for Administration and Student Affairs 
and Associate Professor in Resource Economics, College of Agriculture and 
Environmental Sciences, Department of Rural Development and Agricultural 
Extension, Haramaya University, Ethiopia.
Richard Wentzell, PhD, Dean for the College of Law at Haramaya University, 
Ethiopia
Workineh Kassa, PhD, College of Business and Economics, 
Department of Management, Haramaya University, Ethiopia.

Résumé 
Comme tant d’autres pays africains, l’Ethiopie est confrontée à plusieurs 

conflits qui déchirent les différents groupes ethniques ou claniques qui habitent 
son territoire. Différentes causes justifient l’intensité et la persistance de ces 
conflits. Basé sur un travail de terrain auprès des responsables communautaires 
et religieux et des représentants des femmes, des jeunes,  et des partis politiques 
à travers des interviews et des discussions de groupes, cet article se penche sur 
les causes des conflits ethniques entre les Issa, les Afar et les Ittu qui vivent dans 
la partie orientale de l’Ethiopie. Suivant leurs causes, l’étude fait la distinction 
entre les conflits de relation, les conflits de valeur et les conflits structurels. 
Les premiers sont basés sur de fausses perceptions ou des stéréotypes ainsi que 
sur des comportements négatifs répétitifs d’un groupe vis-à-vis de l’autre. Les 
seconds sont dus aux différents critères d’appréciation des comportements utilisés 
par chaque groupe tandis que les derniers sont causés par des modes destructifs 
comportementaux, la distribution des ressources, l’exercice inégalitaire de 
pouvoir et d’autorité ainsi que par des facteurs environnementaux qui empêchent 
la coopération entre les groupes. L’article contient certaines recommandations en 
vue du règlement de ces conflits. 
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Introduction
The Issa, Ittu and Afar are the pastoral herding groups inhabiting the eastern 

and northeastern parts of Ethiopia. They live in the most fragile, arid and semi – 
arid ecological environment where there is unpredictable and erratic rainfall. As a 
result, they are the most vulnerable and seriously affected by the recurrent drought 
and conflicts in Ethiopian history.  In the old times i.e. during the Imperial and 
Derg regimes, they were administered under a single administrative Awraja (sub-
province) at one time and in two separate administrative Awrajas at another time. 
The three herding groups are currently residing in three different regional states 
of Ethiopia namely the Somali regional state (Shinlle zone), the Oromia regional 
state (West Hararghe zone) and the Afar regional state (Zone three) respectively. 

Although the three pastoral communities share commonalties in their culture, 
economic activities (their way of life), political participation (mostly marginalized 
from the center) and the like, they are engaged in continuous conflicts for almost 
more than two centuries and they are considered as traditional enemies to each 
other. These pastoral and agro-pastoral areas are well known for their recurrent 
conflicts. As a result of such recurrent and sever conflicts the area have never been 
a place where pastoral livelihoods run peacefully and progressively particularly 
to the Afar and Issa conflict. Access to resources such as grazing land and water 
sources are the major causes that are historically documented in these areas 
(Getachew 2001; Ayalew 2001; Markakis, 2004). The causes of their conflicts 
are divers, dynamic and complex in nature.  Homer-Dixon (2001) argues that 
environmental scarcities will have profound social consequences contributing 
to insurrections, ethnic clashes, urban unrest, and other forms of civil violence, 
especially in the developing world. More specific studies in east Africa also show 
that resource scarcity is the principal cause for recurrent conflicts among different 
pastoral groups (Ayalew 2001; Opschoor 2001; Getachew 2001).

This paper argued that the causes of the current forms of ethnic/clan conflicts 
in the study area is not only resource scarcities but due to the combined effects of 
environmental degradations/ resource scarcity, population pressure, socio-cultural 
and political factors more specifically the ethnicization/politicization of pastoral 
ethnic/clan identities which is used as an instrument for the mobilization of the 
antagonistic ethnic/clan groups by few political elites. 

Therefore, analyzing their conflicts from diverse perspectives is paramount to 
the ongoing efforts to bring a sustainable peace and development in the region 
in particular and the Horn of Africa in general. Conflict analysis is a practical 
process of examining and understanding the realities of a conflict from a variety 
of perspectives. It is a systematic study of the profile, causes, actors and dynamics 
of a conflict. It helps development, humanitarian and peace building organizations 
to gain a better understanding of the context in which they work and their role in 
that context.
The Theoretical perspectives of Ethnicity, Identity and Conflict

Theories that explain the origins of ethnic identities and the reason why ethnic 
groups fight for it fall in to two basic but divergent categories, namely rational 
choice explanations and psychological arguments (Stuart 2001). According 
to the ppsychological roots of ethnicity and ethnic identity formation and why 
each ethnic group go to conflict along this line, there are three main schools of 
thought. These are the primordialist, the instrumentalist, and the constructivist. 
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The views of the primordialism states about basic group identity, consists of the 
readymade set of endowments and identifications that every individual shares 
with others from the movement of birth by the chance of the family in to which 
he is born. That means every individual has his/her own identity which is fixed/
static at birth and this identity is shared with his/her group members. Such group 
membership formation at birth enhances the scale of ethnic cleavages as the 
groups develop a sense of “we” versus “they” by capitalizing on what makes 
them different rather than focusing on what are their commonalities. Concerning 
to the views of primordialism (essentialism) towards the origin of an ethnic 
group, it is a given character not chosen one (Vayrynen 1999). Donald (1985) 
also explained about ethnic identity  as historically rooted, deeply embedded in 
people’s culture, reinforced by collective myths and memories, social institutions 
and practices, perpetuated inter generationally by early socialization and therefore 
likely to persist overtime. Donald (1985) further argues that people are born into 
an ethnic group in which they will die. This means that groups value most and 
give emphasis for their own respective identities instead of capitalizing on their 
shared values with others.

Another school of thought explaining the origin of ethnic identity is 
instrumentalism (voluntarism) which considered ethnic identity as “rational choice 
of an individual to belong him/herself in any group” (Seyoum 1997). The theory 
of the rational choice arguments postulates that ethnic groups are instrumental. 
According to the instrumentalist approach, ethnic groups are merely coalitions 
formed in a rational attempt to compete for scarce resources in the context of 
social changes brought about by modernization (Stuart 2001). As a consequence, 
the instrumentalists’ view of rational choice reduces ethnic identification to the 
orientation of the cost-benefit type of economic choices (Vayrynen 1999). 

The position of the constructivism school of thought starts with the definition 
of ethnic identity as a set of ideas that is included in the group and what its values 
are, is constructed by few selected ethnic elites who want to mobilize the mass 
for their own purpose (Stuart 2001). The constructivism (situationalism) school 
of thought opposes both the primordial and instrumental approaches. Ethnic 
identities are enduring social constructions. According to the constructivists, 
these ideas are generally either newly invented or newly interpreted by ethnic or 
nationalist intellectuals who construct ethnic identity. 

The basic difference between primordialists and constructivists to the idea of 
ethnic identity is on the concept of its origin/formation. 

The arguments of primordialists is that ethnic identity is none negotiable, not 
created/invented, not dynamic and inflexible in nature rather it is static and fixed 
at birth. On the contrary the arguments of the constructivist theorists is that ethnic 
identity is negotiable, newly invented/created, dynamic and flexible and finally 
not static in nature. One can have so many ethnic identities in his/her own entire 
life. The invention and/or interpretation of new forms of ethnic identity which 
is against the arguments of primordialists are basically targeted to mobilize the 
mass in group members for the intended goals of the ethnic elites/intellectuals. 
It is the role of ethnic elites and intellectuals that construct ethnic identities/
groups and also nations. The main purpose of constructing/creating new forms of 
ethnic identities in contested multi-ethnic societies like Ethiopia is to guarantee 
personal/community, economic, political, etc. security if someone feels that (s) he 
is insecure and they will not meet their human needs. 
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In connection to this point, the human needs theory was developed based on the 
hypothesis that humans have basic needs that have to be met in order to maintain 
stable societies. Human beings are struggling in their respective institutional 
environments at all levels to satisfy their primordial and universal needs such as 
security, identity, recognition, and development. Human needs theory assumes 
that deep rooted conflict is caused by unmet or frustrated basic human needs 
such as physical, psychological and social (Fisher et al. 2000; Rummel 1993). 
The sense of insecurity in most pastoral areas has increased as a consequence of 
wider access and use of automatic weapons particularly in relation to livestock 
raiding (Mkutu 2001). In principle there are essentially seven issues associated 
with human securities namely economic, food, health, environmental, personal, 
community, and political securities (Human Development Report, 1994).

According to Narrol (1964) the earliest forms of the concept of ethnicity and 
ethnic identity is focused on its primordial qualities which includes a common 
language, a collective name, a common myth of descent, a shared history and 
inherited characteristics common to the members of the group. During the process 
of ethnification and ethnic mobilization, ethnic elites as makers and shapers of 
ethnic identity primarily focus on the strengthening of the image of their group by 
emphasizing on the primordial aspects (Salih & Markakis 1998). Such emphasis 
on their differences such as who the group members are, from where they came 
and what they are going to do usually discourages their inter-ethnic relations 
(social, cultural, economic and political) among these pastoralist societies that 
hinders the possibility of building on and strengthening their shared values and 
commonalities. The process of ethnic mobilization is a tipping process driven by 
peer pressure, i.e. the more people join in ethnic mobilization, the more they can 
persuade others to join. 

The mobilization process is like snowball. i.e. the process starts at one single 
point by few elites and lastly it covers the whole ethnic groups and the whole area 
of the ethnic members. 

Another argument of rationalist approach relies on selective incentives that 
people may engage in violent conflict because they are promised rewards for 
killing or threatened with punishment if they did not kill (Stuart 2001:20). In most 
pastoral ethnic/clan conflicts of the Horn, there are mechanisms of punishing or 
rewarding those who do or don’t actively participate during the process. 

For instance, if someone who kills one or several members of their enemy 
during fighting, he will be rewarded, respected as a hero and welcomed with 
hero songs and ceremonies by his clan members. The opposite is true if someone 
doesn’t participate in clan/ethnic conflict and he will be punished and socially 
excluded from all societal affairs. Although ethnic federalism in Ethiopia offered 
an alternative approach to resolving the ethnic nationality question (MFA, 
2003:3), it also opened a window of tendencies of ethnic competitions and 
tensions of interests, values, and identities at intra and inter-group levels over 
various political, economic, socio-cultural and historical issues. The Afar-Issa-Ittu 
conflict best explains the situation. 

The issue of domination of one group over the other is clearly feasible in the 
study area as one considered his clan/ethnic group as strategist, militarist, warrior, 
etc. over the other inspired by their myths, symbolic significance and symbolic 
hegemony. 
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According to the community elders at Meiso, the Somali strongly believed in the 
myth that “every place that the camels are browsing and or inhabiting belongs 
to them” and that is why they are expanding their territories by erecting their 
regional flags depicting a camel at the center towards the Afar and the Ittu range 
lands. Stuart’s symbolic politics theory shares with social identity theory when 
it comes to the elite manipulation of ethnic and clan identity for political and 
economic ends.

One of the manifestations of their symbolic hegemony is the erections of their 
regional emblems/flags on important strategic places. According to the social 
identity theory, social categorization of individuals into ethnic groups gradually 
leads to group stereotyping and prejudicial attitudes and discriminations against 
the members of the out-group. One aspect of the impact of such self-categorization 
is that it creates motives that underlie elevation of one’s group and diminishing of 
the others (Rousseau & Garacia-Retamero 2007; Stets & Burke 2000; Ashmore, 
Jussin & Wilder 2001; Isajiw 2000). According to Stuart (2006), who developed 
symbolic politics theory to explain groups’ violent behaviours, the main cause of 
violent inter-ethnic conflicts are group myths and symbolic politics.
Study site and methodology 

This study selected three pastoralist groups in eastern Ethiopia as cases; Issa, 
Ittu, and Afar. This research was carried out in Shinlle zone, Meiso Mullu district 
of Somali Regional State; Zone 3, Amibara district of Afar Regional State; and 
West Hararaghe Zone, Meiso district of Oromia Regional state in eastern Ethiopia 
where there is the prevalence of recurrent ethnic/clan conflicts. The study area 
is one of the most affected by the impacts of the recurrent conflict and drought 
conditions in Ethiopia in particular and Horn of Africa in general which hampered 
to sustain the traditional modes of pastoral livelihoods. The recurrent conflict and 
drought situation in the region is a common phenomenon in which women and 
children who are more vulnerable than any other section of the society suffer a lot. 

The Issa, Ittu and Afar speak the Somaligna, Oromifa and Afarigna languages 
respectively which are classified under the same language family i.e. the 
Cushitic language family. They are all the followers of Islamic religion. They are 
predominantly pastoralist communities in their livelihood strategies except for 
few Ittu, Afar and rarely Issa communities who are very recently transformed in 
to agro-pastoral production system.

The study area is largely arid and semi-arid with high temperatures and low 
precipitation. Given the dominance of pastoralism and an ongoing shift towards 
settled agriculture, dependence on rainfall is more obvious and stronger today 
than in the past. The region has suffered a series of recurrent conflicts, droughts 
and famines for the last four or more decades. The 1984/85, 1999/2000 and 
2004 drought episodes, described by some as the worst in recent memory, led to 
numerous deaths both of human lives and livestock species (Devereux, 2006). 
Such recurrent events in the area also led to the occurrence of widespread poverty 
and displacement of many pastoralist families which affects all sections of the 
community irrespective of age and sex. The study area has also experienced a 
change in land use i.e. from communal grazing land ownership to privately owned 
land for crop farming and closure grazing areas for drought periods. The natural 
resource degradation is also accelerating due to the impact of population pressure, 
climate change and variability, and the like. 
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These in turn aggravates the scarcity of natural resources in which the (agro) 
pastoralists primarily depend on and such acute shortage/scarcity of resources 
leads to the stiff competition between  (agro) pastoralists for access and ownership 
rights.
Figure 1: Map of the Study area (the three districts in the three zones in the 
circular area)

The study has employed qualitative based case study in which data were collected 
using semi-structured key informant interviews, focus group discussions (FGD), 
personal observations and informal discussions. These methods of qualitative data 
collection have been identified as appropriate (Yin 2003) and used to collect data 
on the perceptions of human beings, attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors about the 
nexus between ethnic/clan identity, territorial expansion, conflict and governance. 

Two kebeles (the lowest administrative units) from each district were selected 
purposively based on the severity of recurrent conflicts and drought. In-depth 
interviews with key informants were conducted and data generated in order to 
have thick description of the nature of ethnic/clan conflicts. Key informants were 
selected purposively based on their sex, age, level of education and awareness/
knowledge about their culture, society and environment. Purposive and snowball 
sampling techniques were employed to select the key informants from each 
kebele. The number of key informants was adjusted after factors and conditions 
became clear and directive while the study was in operation. In addition, a total of 
12 focus group discussions (two focus group discussions in each kebele, one with 
men and another with women) were conducted to generate data for the purpose 
of understanding the various sources of conflicts and its related issues. The focus 
group discussion participants were selected purposively based on their sex, age, 
level of education and awareness about their environment. 
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In addition to collecting primary data, there were also systematic examinations 
of relevant documents − both published and unpublished from both the district, 
zone and regional offices which includes as reports, peace agreements, joint 
collaborative works on peace building and conflict prevention, resolution and 
management, etc  as secondary data sources. 

Concerning with the analysis of qualitative data, the research was based on 
the theoretical and methodological principles of subjective interpretations. To this 
effect, a content analysis technique was employed to analyze the qualitative data. 
The analysis technique targets at organizing and reducing of the empirical data 
into themes or essences through analytical induction. Qualitative data analysis is 
a process of making sense of data through uncovering themes, concepts, insights, 
patterns, categories, perceptions and understandings. The analysis involves an 
iterative, inductive and reductive process of formulating conceptual ordering 
for data is called coding that facilitates conditions for the constructing themes, 
essences, descriptions and theories (Walker & Myrick 2006). According to Miles 
and Huberman (1994), qualitative data analysis involves three macro processes. 
These are data reduction (extracting the essence), data display (organizing for 
meaning), and drawing conclusions (explaining the findings). 
The Sources of Ethnic conflicts 

Ethnic conflicts in Ethiopia are now common and recurrent across the different 
regions where there are competing and divergent ethnic groups following 
the establishment of federal system by creating largely ethnic based territorial 
units (Alem 2003). The sources of ethnic conflicts among the Issa - Somali, 
Ittu - Oromo and Afar pastoralists in eastern Ethiopia are diverse, complex, and 
dynamic and are intertwined in nature. The nature of pastoral cconflicts has been 
changing over time from traditional ways of confrontation to the use of modern 
automatic weapons which ultimately increased its devastating nature over the 
most vulnerable groups like women, children and the elderly.  Although the exact 
number of small arms in the hands of pastoral communities is difficult to estimate, 
it is clear that the threat posed by them is colossal (Goldsmith 2006). The sources 
of conflicts are broadly categorized as the relationship conflicts, value conflicts, 
and structural conflicts. 
Relationship Conflicts 

In their relationships, the Issa pastoralists are perceived both by Afar and 
Ittu pastoralists as expansionists, cessationists and also agents of the ideology 
of the then Said Barre regime of Somalia who had a vision of creating “Greater 
Somalia” by incorporating all the Somalis who were partitioned by the European 
colonizers during the colonial times into five different countries (namely Republic 
of Djibouti, Ethiopia, Somaliland, Kenya and Somalia itself) with the Somalia’s 
emblem holding the five stars, that shows the Somali ethnic groups residing in the 
five countries. 
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FGD participants at Andido pinpoint Somali’s agenda like this (FGD with Andido 
Community elders, 6 September 2013):

The Somalis has a strong aspiration for the creation of “Greater Somalia” 
and their previous flag has five stars that indicates the five Somalis dispersed 
in to five regions/countries in the Horn of Africa, namely Somalia, Kenya, 
Somaliland, Djibouti, and Ethiopia. The Somalis named themselves as 
Shente-Arab (our five branches). It is because of this fact that the Issa are 
always pushing both the Afar and the Ittu north and west ward directions 
in the cover up of searching for water and pasture while they have enough 
pasture land in their own territory. The Issa Somali has a hidden agenda 
of territorial expansion, cessation and state formation and that is why they 
boldly boosts “We got our fathers’ land through peace that we lost by war 
in old times”. That means, though the Somalis tried to incorporate the 
Somali inhabited region of Ethiopia (traditionally named as the Ogaden 
region) both during the Imperial regime of Haile Selassie I and Mengistu in 
1977/78 (The Ogaden war) and in 1982 respectively, they were failed, but 
now without any mobilization of huge army the Somalis are succeeded in 
controlling those areas that they envisioned. 

Such perceptions and stereotypes of one ethnic group over the other aggravate 
the essence of ethnic cleavages, ethnic competitions, animosities, and etc. among 
these groups that sustain such recurrent conflicts in the region. The Afar and Ittu 
extended their accusations towards the Issa as outlaws/bandits who are constantly 
attacking them and raiding their cattle and sold it to the international market at 
Hargessa, Djibouti, Mogadishu and other Arab states. However, the Issa didn’t 
accept such types of accusations and they have their own version of arguments. 
They have the legitimate right to have access to water and pasture. However, 
no one can deny the observable fact that there is scarcity of resources and its 
competition among these groups for many centuries. Scarcity of resources such as 
land and water, and increases in its demand due to population growth have created 
competition over these resources, ethnic/clan tensions, and the increase in violent 
ethnic/clan conflicts (Turner 1969).  However, according to Lind (2003) the 
resource scarcity approach is misleading by de-emphasizing the socio-economic 
and political factors in understanding the competition over the use, access and 
control of scarce resources. 

On the other hand, the Issa Somali in turn accused of the different Oromo 
clans in the area (Ittu, Alla, Nolle, and Obera) who are predominantly agro-
pastoralists for their territorial expansionary moves. The Issa perceived them as 
expansionists destroying the ecology (suitable for grazing) for the purpose of 
charcoal making, agricultural practices, permanent house constructions (unlike 
the mobile pastoralists who have temporary tents) and also permanent homestead 
formations (settlement areas as there is an increasing rate of population pressure) 
when the Issa pastoralists are absent in the area in search of pasture and water. 
From this, we can figure out that the conflict between these contending parties 
is on the competition over scarce resources primarily on land and its associated 
resources (water and pasture). To this effect, the competition over natural resource, 
especially land and water, has become an issue of major cause of conflict among 
the pastoral and the farming population of the Sahel and the Horn of Africa (Taha 
2007). 
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As the Oromo clans accused the Issa Somalis for being equipped with modern 
automatic weapons by the Somali regional government and also supported by the 
neighbouring states (Djibouti, Somaliland, Somalia and others) for the agenda 
of territorial expansion and then to cessation/irredentism, the Issa in turn also 
accused of the Ittu Oromos for being armed and supported by the Oromia regional 
government and also by the Oromo Liberation Front (OLF) against the Issa Somali. 
Such negative perceptions, emotions and stereotypes are recently developed 
among these communities with the wrong agitation and propaganda of some elites 
(political, economic and socio-cultural) who are conflict entrepreneurs. Elites’ 
intentional and irresponsible manipulation of ethnic differences and the power of 
ethnic fervours make conflict not only foreseeable, but also awfully brutal. The 
impact of extreme ethno-nationalism is great in this respect as it “strengthens the 
sense of identity and mutual belonging to an ethnic group by its emphasis upon 
past sufferings and present or future threats at the hands of outsiders to the group” 
(Lobell & Mauceri, 2004 : 8). Some of these elites include political figures at 
various levels (Kebele, District, Zonal and Regional level) who seek for their own 
economic and political motives; merchants who are engaged in contraband trade 
(fire arms, livestock, electronics, and other consumable contraband commodities); 
some community elders and clan leaders who have their own self motives/interests 
at the expense of their community. 

Although the pastoralists have developed such perceptions, stereotypes and 
animosities among each other, they have still good socio-cultural and economic 
relationships/interdependence. For example, the Oromo agro-pastoralists produce 
farm products like chat, vegetables and crop products and sold to the Somali 
pastoralists and they bought milk and milk products as well as live animals from 
the Somali pastoralists.

On the other hand, the Issa perceived the Afar pastoralists as outlaws who kill 
the Issa and raids their cattle, did not respect the peace agreements/negotiations. 
The Issa believed that the Afar are always complaining on the Issa and made 
alliances with the Ethiopian government military forces to attack the Issa during 
the past regimes as if their land was taken by the Issa pastoralists. They further 
perceived the Afar being supported and armed by the remnants of the Ugugumo 
(Eritrean-backed Afar armed groups who have long existed and were created 
during the Derg regime to contain the influence and movement of the Tigray 
People’s Liberation Front in the Afar area) and by the Red Sea Afar Liberation 
Front. 

The involvement of these international/regional parties in the current conflict 
has greatly changed the nature and magnitude of their long years of traditional 
pastoral conflicts in to a more devastating and brutal one. The Issa community 
elders argued that “there is no land that belongs to Issa or Afar rather the land first 
belongs to Allah and then to the government”. They further stated that they have 
the right to move from one area to the other in search of pasture and water during 
drought periods as they are pastoralists. Issa community elders in Gedamaitu (25 
October 2013) raised the issue of the rights of citizens according to the Ethiopian 
constitution. 
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They argued that every citizen has the right to live and work freely in every 
corner of the country as far as one respects the country’s constitution. They further 
complain that “We are Ethiopian Somalis, but not a Somali in Djibouti, Hargessa 
or Mogadishu so that we have the right to live and work here freely as any other 
Ethiopian citizen”. They extended their argument that they have Somali relatives 
outside Ethiopia and other Somalis by ethnic who lived in the above mentioned 
countries but they said that the Somalis here are Ethiopian Somalis living in 
Ethiopia.

The development of such hatreds among each other obliterates their peaceful 
relationships and that of their old aged traditional methods of conflict resolution 
mechanisms. This, in turn, hinders their traditional ways of mediation and 
negotiation methods which are in most cases handled by women especially the 
conflict between Issa and Afar since women are considered as peace envoys that 
should not be opened an attack on them. In most pastoral communities of eastern 
Ethiopia, women are highly respected and valued so that it is strictly forbidden 
to open an attack on women who are peace emissaries. The Afar - Issa conflicts 
these days cannot be addressed by their customary institutions unlike that of the 
Afar- Ittu conflicts rather it is only addressed with the involvement of the federal 
affairs/federal army and its committee at regional levels (named as Conflict 
Prevention and Avoidance Committee for Border Regions). It is possible to infer 
that the development of such wrong perceptions among the pastoralists is due to 
the absence of good governance system. 

Therefore, the relationship conflicts are caused by strong emotions; 
misperceptions or stereotypes; and poor communication, repetitive negative 
behaviour to each other’s’ party especially among the Issa versus Afar and the 
Issa versus the Ittu pastoralists.
Value Conflicts 

Both competing parties have similar and at times different values that pay 
attention most. For example, the Issa, Afar and Ittu are pastoralists except for 
some selected Oromo agro-pastoralists in the study area. As a result, they share 
similar ways of life and used to practice the principle of reciprocity especially in 
times of severe drought to share water and pasture. Besides, they all practice Islam 
as their religion and have a common Cushitic language family, shared history 
of marginalization in socio-economic and political affairs of the country, and 
have poor infrastructural and development interventions. However, their sense of 
marginalization after the introduction of ethnic based federalism in the country is 
relatively better though the system aggravates ethnicity/ethnic identity formation, 
its cleavages and competition. 

The Afar-Issa-Ittu have different valuable goals that made them as competitors 
rather than allies. The Afar and the Ittu are accused of the Issa for occupying new 
territories for settlement as well as grazing areas like Hardim along the Harar - 
Addis Ababa main highway, Gedamaitu, Adaitu, and Unduffo along the Djibouti 
- Addis Ababa main high way, and many other rural grazing areas like parts of the 
Alleghedi plain, vast territorial rangelands starting from Erer and Dire Dawa area 
including Asbuli, Aydora, Bike, Afdem and Mullu centuries ago. The Issa on the 
other hand dismisses the Afar and Ittu thesis by claiming the above mentioned 
territories. The Issa strongly argued that they were in all these mentioned places 
since time immemorial, claimed these places as their own and believed that it is a 
false accusation against their interests. 
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These accusations and counter accusations indicated that both conflicting 
parties have inherently incompatible valuable goals (i.e. controlling important 
market centres along the main high way, expanding important territories which are 
endowed in resources like available pasture and water) that force them to engage 
in ethnic conflicts for many decades. Both conflicting parties explained that they 
were strongly attached to their ancestral lands as they are born and grown up in 
these places so that they have strong emotional and psychological attachments 
to their birth places. Such competing claims are due to the strong desire to have 
access, use and control of important resources including water and pasture as well 
as power and symbolic hegemony in the area.

Furthermore, the continued accusations and counter accusations of the 
conflicting parties for their interests aggravates for the development of such 
negative stereotypes; hatreds; fears, aggressions and frustrations; greed and 
grievances among each other. 

In connection to this point, the human needs theory and the frustration – 
aggression theory best explains the psychological and emotional developments 
of such behaviors and attitudes of the Issa, Afar and Ittu to one another. Why 
the Afar gradually develops such attitudes towards the Issa and Ittu, the Issa 
towards the Afar and Ittu and vice versa is due to their unmet basic needs and 
also the subsequent frustrations and aggressions of one over the other. One ethnic 
group is gradually becoming aggressive over the other so as to meet their basic 
human needs. This aggressive behavior is developed due to the fragile ecological 
environment in which the vital natural resources of which pastoralists are mainly 
depend on for their livelihoods are getting scarcer. Such scarcity aggravates the 
competitions among the contending (agro) pastoral groups in the area which in 
turn leads to the development of frustrations and aggressive behavior.  

Besides, as a result of an acute shortage of resources, pastoralists are increasingly 
striving to gain the control of their environment that is necessary to ensure the 
satisfaction of these needs. For example, the Ittu and other Oromo clans in the 
area are constantly pushing towards the Issa’s grazing areas in search of farm 
lands and settlement areas by clearing the forest areas as the Issa accuses; the Issa 
on the other hand are continuously pushing the Afar and the Ittu north and west 
ward directions in search of pasture and water (control of the Awash river- main 
water source in north eastern Ethiopia throughout the year) and also for territorial 
expansions. This struggle by both groups is due to their desire to meet their needs/
goals. This struggle cannot be curbed since it is primordial. The competition for 
primordial needs is theoretically related to the frustration-aggression theory which 
is based on the stimulus-response hypothesis. The frustration of unsatisfying these 
needs by one group may leads to the development of aggressive behavior and 
subsequently conflict over the other.  There are fundamental universal values or 
human needs that must be met if societies are to be stable. Unless identity needs 
are met in multi-ethnic societies (like Ethiopia) in every social system, instability 
and conflict is inevitable (Cunningham 1998).

Furthermore, the historical narratives of the Afar- Issa- Ittu relations, 
accusations and counter-accusations as well as territorial claims go back to the 
Imperial regime and beyond. Both the Ittu and Afar elders commonly argued that 
before the expansion/ introduction of the Issa in Meiso/ Shinlle area, the Ittu and 
the Afar are the only ethnic/clan groups who share common boundary starting 
from Awash Sebat in the west to Dewelle area in the east. 
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The FGD participants further accused that recently the Issa pastoralists who 
have backing from the Djibouti Issa dominated government and Somalia are 
expanding their territory by pushing both the Afar and Ittu Oromo groups north 
and west ward directions respectively hoping that they will control the Awash 
River and its environs. 

The nature of conflicts has changed from the socio-economic (resource based 
on pasture, water, and cultural values) to political form of conflicts (territorial 
expansion, state building aspirations, secession, recognition and supremacy/
hegemony) after the introduction of ethnic based federalism in 1991. In the 
previous times the nature of conflicts in the area was mostly pastoral conflicts 
(conflict over water and pasture land). However, these days it has changed in to 
a more politicized/ethnicized form of conflict that certain groups tried to expand 
their territory over the other which creates future uncertainties and security 
dilemmas on the actors involved. This dynamism is observed when there is a shift 
from the traditional in to a more sophisticated and automatic weapons after the 
unsuccessful attempt of Said Barrie’s territorial expansion/annexation (Interview 
at Meiso, 7 October 2013). 

Furthermore, FGD participants in the Meiso district Security Office accused 
that let alone the neighboring countries like Somalia, Djibouti and Eritrea in 
assisting the Somali, the Somali Regional State has also its hands in mobilizing 
the well trained and armed soldiers in attacking the civilian pastoralists in Obensa 
kebele. At Obensa elderly women were raped, several houses were burned, and 
there was also the loss of human lives. Security officers also added that well trained 
and armed soldiers were transported through a Red Cross’s vehicle from Shinlle 
zone in to Obensa and Hardim areas where there was fresh and harsh fighting. 

The use of the Red Cross long vehicle for armies’ transportation was against 
the rule of International Red Cross Association because a vehicle or any other 
resource allotted to humanitarian assistance should not be used for military purpose 
(Interview with Meiso district Security Officers, 7 October 2013). Therefore, the 
value conflicts are caused by different criteria for evaluating their behaviour; 
exclusive intrinsically having their own valuable goals; and their different ways 
of life among these parties.
Structural Conflicts

In the discussion, the Arba Kebele community elders narrated the historical 
and temporal manifestations of Afar, Issa and Ittu conflicts. They stated that the 
Issa are continuously expanding their territory towards the Afar especially by 
expelling the Weima clan from Erer area up to the present day land holding areas 
of the middle Awash valley along the main high way of Addis Ababa - Djibouti 
(FGD at Arba Kebele, 10 October 2013). There are violent clashes, raids, counter 
raids and revenge killings among each other for many decades. Concerning the 
expansion of the Issa in to west ward direction a study conducted by Gebre (2001) 
and Getachew (2001) verifies this situation. They argued that in addition to state 
land confiscation schemes, the westward expansion of the Issa displaced several 
Afar clans from their homelands in West Hararghe (Gebre 2001; Getachew 2001). 
Very recently there was a conflict on February 14 -15, 2013 between the Afar and 
Oromo against the Issa and Hawiya Somali around Hardim at Ta’a Mountain. 

From the discussion it was reported that 22 Afar, 12 Oromo and 14 Somali 
people were killed; and 4 Afar, 6 Somali and 7 Oromo were wounded in that two 
days conflict but the number of cattle raided were not reported. 
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We can also imagine how it was serious in the view point of its psychological, 
social and economic impacts on the society in general and the families of the 
deceased persons in particular. 

Elders also added that the Hawiya clan of Somali who lives in Oromia 
region near Meiso district used to live on peaceful terms with the Afar and were 
intermarried to each other in the previous times. However, with the introduction of 
ethnic based federalism they began to claim themselves as ethnically Somali and 
began to make alliances with the Issa as they speak Somali language. 

This implies the federal structure which initially meant to address the questions 
of ethnic identity, equality, respect and peaceful co-existence among the multi-
ethnic societies of Ethiopia aggravates the ethnic competitions and tensions for 
resources (natural resources, power representations, and the like). Like with 
the Issa, the Afar are also fighting with the Hawiya for territorial claims, cattle 
raiding, revenge killings, and the like which was rarely practiced in old times. 
Territorial claims and the issue of boundaries in pastoral production system were 
not the tradition and their concern. However, this day it is becoming a norm and 
a source of ethnic competitions and tensions in most pastoral areas of eastern 
Ethiopia where one can observe intermittent and violent ethnic conflicts. In the 
discussion it was stated that unlike the Issa the Afar don’t have easy access to 
modern automatic weapons. The free access of automatic weapons of one group 
and the denial of the others create unequal power relations. A study conducted in 
the area by Beyene (2007) has also confirmed the existence of power asymmetry 
between these conflicting parties. This power asymmetry between the contending 
parties has its own repercussions on the efforts of the peace process made at 
various levels. On the other hand the elders extended their argument like this: 

The Issa have networks/relations with Somalia, Djibouti, the Arab world, 
the French government and the like as they are located in the periphery 
and also due to their historical relations so that they have access to modern 
automatic weapons. Elders also believed that in comparison to the Afar, 
Issa Somali are more educated, and have support from the Somali elite and 
the Diaspora. However, they believed that Afar are still backward, illiterate, 
have low level of consciousness about their rights so as to struggle against 
their oppression and marginalization. The development of such perceptions 
and stereotypes among the community leads to the expansion of elites’ greed 
and grievances and community’s fears and frustrations. If such behaviors, 
perceptions and attitudes are developed among the community at grass root 
level, there will be the likelihood of violent conflicts to be erupted and it will 
be more brutal and devastating (Interview with Afar community elders at 
Andido, 15 October 2013). 

The discussion further revealed that the Issa Somali are pushing the Afar 
starting from Erer area to the Addis – Djibouti main high way. Rhetorically they 
remembered that the Afar are displaced from Erer, Dire Dawa, Mullu, and Aware 
areas and settled around Andido area in 1962 when the Issa mobilized them and 
engaged in mass killings with the help of automatic weapons that resulted for the 
loss of 150 human lives. 
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This took place before the Said Barre’s war against Ethiopia. Elders also 
discussed in their historical narrations that the Somalis at that time aspired to 
control the whole eastern parts of Ethiopia within a day and plan to have their 
launch at Nazareth. According to FGD discussants the Emperor responded a 
proverb by saying like this ”A cat that is shouting is unable to catch a single  rat” 
and sent his army led by General Aman Andom against the Barre’s army. 

Later on during the Derg Regime, Barre also tried to attack Ethiopia as far as 
Dire Dawa and there were loss of human lives as the Somalis suddenly attacked 
Ethiopia and hide explosive bombs along the main rail road. In both cases, the 
Ethiopian forces were successful in defeating and repelling back the Said Barre’s 
forces once and for all. However, there are remnants of few insurgents who have 
a vision of “Unified Somalis” in the Horn and share Barre’s vision after his failed 
attempts (FGD with elders at Andido, 13 October 2013). On their way, they said 
the Issa took lots of both year round and wet Season Rivers (about two year round 
and seven wet season which are potential sources of Ellas or water points during 
dry seasons by digging out sands along these rivers) from Afar. They strongly 
remarked that Awash River is only for Afar, not for Issa. They further added that if 
Issa stayed around Erer, Gotta, Mullu, Erole, Hamoisha, Karraba, Magu, Denkaka, 
and Amora rivers that they already took from the Afar, the Afar and Issa may not 
be considered as enemies as they are all Muslims and Ethiopians. 

However, the controversy is if both parties claim the same resources as 
the exclusive owners, there should be a verification and or testimonial for that 
ownership. Who should do that? Elders made the structural problems (from top to 
lower level) accountable for such disorder and recurrent conflicts in the area. Such 
controversies, claims and counter claims of territories or boundaries for resources 
should be resolved by the independent third party, probably the Ministry of Federal 
Affairs in collaboration with the respective regional states. Structural conflicts 
are, therefore, caused by destructive patterns of behaviour or interaction; unequal 
control, ownership, or distribution of resources; and geographical, physical or 
environmental factors that hinder cooperation.  Stefan (2006) explained about the 
involvement of the rational choices made by individuals in ethnic conflicts. 

From this perspective, we can distinguish between underlying, proximate and 
triggering causes of ethnic conflict and categorize the resulting conflicts according 
to whether they are triggered by elite-level or mass-level factors. 

The underlying causes comprise four different types of factors, namely 
structural, political, economic and social, and cultural and perceptual. The structural 
factors are conditions such as weak administration/governance structures (for 
example, regional states that do not exercise control on the entire territory within 
their boundaries, the absence of clearly defined territorial boundaries following 
the introduction of ethnic based regional boundaries, proliferation of firearms 
and small weapons), intra- regional state security concerns (such as potential 
secessionist movements, possibly with external support from neighboring states), 
and ethnic geography (including territorially concentrated groups in border areas 
and ethnic groups that straddle international boundaries like the Afar and  Issa 
Somali). The structural/conducive factors are underlying socio-economic and 
historical conditions that predispose communities to conflict (often called root 
causes), although they cannot cause violence by themselves. 
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The political factors as causes of ethnic conflicts include inter-group and 
intra-group competition at elite level that aggravates ethnic tensions, and unclear 
administrative regional boundary formations following the referendum results on 
contested areas especially between Oromia and Somali regions. The economic 
and social factors play an equally important role for the outbreak of potentially 
violent ethnic conflicts when there are economic problems, increased pastoral 
unemployment due to the decline in livestock population and prolonged drought 
condition, competition on the collection of tax and internal revenues from 
contested districts and Kebeles, and decreased in household income and lose 
of livelihoods are some of the factors that can contribute to the mobilization of 
ethnic/clan groups into conflict. Finally, concerning the cultural and perceptual 
factors, the problematic past group histories/memories like revenge killings/blood 
feud, heroism, raiding, etc. are all factors that have significant influence on the 
outbreak of ethnic conflicts (Stefan 2006).

According to Michael et al (2002), the proximate or enabling factors are 
the adjoining and intermediating sources of conflict which includes access to 
and ownership of resources, and access to illegal arms. In this specific context 
the proximate factors causing conflicts are the competition over the control 
over custom posts, violation of customary peace accords, disagreement over 
administrative boundaries, competition over control/ownership of disputed 
localities, competition to access development interventions (such as road, health 
posts, schools, market centers, etc.), and increased competition over new economic 
developments (strategic locations for contraband trade, and trading centers around 
new investment areas). The triggering factors are the immediate actions, events, 
or circumstances that directly provoke specific time-bound instances of violent 
or coercive behavior. In connection to the resource scarcity argument, with the 
decline of resources, there will be stiff competition on access and ownership rights 
for the scarce resources and that competition in turn leads to tensions and conflicts 
among the contending ethnic groups. 

For example, the decline in water availability due to sustained drought in the 
area is a factor that predisposes neighbors of competing groups to violence but 
the sudden involvement by government in developing new sources of water may 
draw a reaction from those who believe that the resource is not being fairly shared. 

With regard to the political ecology argument to ethnic identity and its conflicts, 
some of the other triggering factors like boundary demarcations, announcement 
of referendum results, inflammatory public speech by government officials, cattle 
raiding and theft among the competing ethnic groups (major triggering factor in 
the study area), rape and insult at individual case may lead to ethnic wide conflict. 
Efforts made towards Administrative Readjustments at different 
regimes

With regard to the historical trajectories about the Issa, Ittu and Afar relations, 
FGD participants at Andido (26 November 2013) said that during the Imperial 
regime both competing groups were governed under one administration as Adal, 
Issa and Garaguracha Awraja with its seat at Erer at one time and also in two 
different administrative Awrajas at another time. 

At that time there were also conflicts and both groups demanded to have their 
own separate administrative units. 
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The Emperor accepted their request and divided them into two Awrajas, namely 
the Dire Dawa, Issa and Gurgura Awraja initially based at Erer; and the Chercher, 
Adal and Garaguracha Awraja based at Assebe Tefere. According to the FGD 
participants the Afar at that time were at Afdem as a district administrative unit 
headed by Kegnazmach Milike; and Grazmach Abdo Ado was its vice head who 
was part of the decision making for the division of the Afar, Issa and Gurgura 
Awraja in to two separate administrative Awrajas. Meiso district was administered 
by both Oromo and Afar at that time and Kegnazmach Tahiro was the head of the 
district. 

The study area has experienced the administrative structural readjustments 
among the Issa, Afar and Ittu ethnic/clan groups during the different regimes in 
Ethiopia. As a result of the hostile and very rarely friendly relationships between 
the Issa, Afar and Ittu, attempts were made to address the sources of their conflicts 
during the various successive Ethiopian regimes. Some of the measures made 
were administrative structural readjustments, military interventions, sanctions, 
rewards, etc. For example, during the Imperial regime, the areas inhabited by 
the three competing groups were readjusted in to different administrative Awrajas 
(administrative province) three times. The first new administrative division made 
during the Imperial regime was Chercher Awraja that took place in 1944 with 
its Wereda as Kereyu, Adal and Issa in the capital of Afdem in which the three 
contending ethnic groups (Afar, Ittu and Issa) were incorporated under the Harar 
Governorate General. 

Following this administrative readjustment there was a boundary restriction in 
their movement as follows: “Issas were restricted from crossing Bulga, Aydora, 
Erer, Fa’o while Adals were prohibited to cross from Ayroli, Asbuli, Biya’ad, 
Merihan and Andido” (Letter written on 6/2/1946, Ref.no.1317/6).

The second new administrative division made in the study area inhabited by 
the Afar, Ittu and Issa was in 1955 as Adal, Issa and Garaguracha Awraja; and Adal 
(i.e. Afar) and Issa Wereda with a capital in Erer under the Harar Governorate 
General. Latter on the capital was shifted from Erer to Dire Dawa.  

Erer was chosen as the capital of the new Wereda for the purpose of its strategic 
and best location for an easy control of all the surrounding areas since it borders 
the Issa Somali in Northeast, the Gurgura Somali in Southeast, the Ittu land, 
Oebera, Alla, Nolle - Oromos in Southwest, and the Adals in Northwest.

For the third time an administrative readjustment was made during the imperial 
regime in 1970 with two separate administrative Awrajas namely Chercher, Adal 
and Garaguracha Awraja with a capital in Asebe Teferi where the Afar (Adal) and 
Ittu were administered and Issas administered with another Awraja called Dire 
Dawa, Issa and Gurgura Awraja with a capital in Dire Dawa. The separation of the 
Issa from the Afar and Ittu in the administrative structure was requested from the 
Afar side as the records of the official letters and minutes in the Harari Regional 
State Administration archive depicts. 

From the official letter, the request seems that there was a disagreement 
between the contending parties particularly between the Issa and the Afar ethnic 
groups when they were administered in one single administrative Awraja. The 
government soon after responded for the Afar quest and they changed the formula 
of incorporating both groups in a single Awraja administration and in 1970 the 
Imperial government restructured the administrative unit for the third time since 
1944. This time the Afar, Ittu and Issa divided in to two different Awrajas, which 
had a clearly defined division of border areas. 
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Afars and Ittus pushed by the Issa up to Meiso and Mulu were incorporated in 
Harar Governorate General, Chercher, Adal and Garaguracha Awraja with a capital 
in Asebe Teferi and Issas included with Dire Dawa, Issa and Gurgura Awraja with 
a capital in Dire Dawa. In this letter it is stated that ‘since July 1969 Issas crossed 
westward direction of their Awraja border and have attacked Adals in Angelele, 
Bilina and Kurtumi with the ambition of controlling Adals and Garaguracha 
territory (Letter written on 11 May 1970 Ref.no.1/443/31/4). 

During the Derg Regime the administrative structures in the area were the 
Chercher, Adal and Garaguracha Awraja and that of the Dire Dawa, Issa and 
Gurgura Awraja which is the same to the last restructuring of the Imperial regime 
(Yassin 2010). The Dergue also issued a directive to implement a 20 kms buffer 
zone on the boundary of the two ethnic groups (Afar and Issa). 

Accordingly, Afars were allowed to utilize grazing area up to 10 kms from the 
east of Addis-Asseb main road, and the 20 kms next to it was restricted area as a 
buffer zone. 

Hence the Issa were allowed to utilize grazing area that stretched from 30km 
east of the Addis -Djibouti asphalt road. This lining boundary between the two 
ethnic groups has indeed suspended the fluid border between the Afar and Issa for 
some years (Yassin 2010).

In the current EPRDF regime, with the right to self-determination, an ethnic 
based federal structure was formally established by abolishing the centralized 
state structure (FDRE 1995). With the introduction of ethnic based federalism in 
1995, the three competing ethnic groups namely the Issa, Afar and Ittu Oromo in 
eastern Ethiopia are now placed under the three different administrative regions 
which are now named as administrative zones (Issa belongs to the Shinlle zone of 
Somali region, Afar belongs to the Zone 3 of Afar region and Ittu belongs to the 
West Hararghe zone of Oromia region). The question here is does this ethnic based 
federalism addresses the root causes of ethnic conflicts. It still remains a point of 
discussion for many scholars.  Many scholars in this field agree that federalism by 
itself is not a panacea though there is a public opinion that it has actually triggered 
more conflicts than it has solved. Indeed more ethnic/clan conflicts on the issues 
of boundary demarcations in the process of regional state formation as well as 
political representation at the local level politics are widespread.

Conclusion
The sources of ethnic conflicts among the Issa, Ittu and Afar pastoralists in 

eastern Ethiopia are diverse, complex, and dynamic and are intertwined in nature. 
The nature of pastoral cconflicts has been changing over time from traditional 
ways of confrontation to the use of modern automatic weapons. It has also 
changed its nature from the usual pastoral conflict to politicized/ethnicized form 
of conflict especially after the introduction of ethnic based federalism. Such 
ethnic/clan conflicts in the area are escalating mainly due to the various types of 
elite manipulations who are considered as conflict entrepreneurs. These elites at 
various levels can mobilize their ethnic members against others simply for their 
own personal/individualistic goals while the primary victims in the conflict are 
the pastoralists. 
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Some of these sources of conflicts are broadly categorized as the relationship 
conflicts, value conflicts, and structural conflicts. In their relationships, one 
perceives the other as expansionist, irredentist, outlaw, bandit, cruel, etc. Such 
negative stereotypes and hatreds among each other aggravate their sense of 
animosities and hostilities among these conflicting parties. 

The three competing groups have divergent and invaluable goals that aspire 
to achieve. In their effort to meet these divergent goals, the occurrence of ethnic 
conflict is inevitable unless it is managed timely and properly which invites the 
involvement of different actors at various levels (community, regional, national 
and international level). One of these invaluable goals is that the Afar has firm 
stand on the unconditional withdrawal of the Issa from the towns of Gedamaitu, 
Adaitu, and Unduffo if all parties want to divulge peace. On the contrary the Issa 
have their own versions of justifications for the right to live in these places. 

During the various regimes of Ethiopia, efforts were/are made in addressing 
the Issa, Afar and Ittu conflicts by re- adjusting administrative structures and 
boundary formations by uniting them and administering with one Awraja and/
or Wereda at one time and at another time by dividing them in to different 
Awrajas, Weredas and now regions and zones with their own arbitrarily/loosely 
defined territorial boundaries. Such administrative boundaries among these 
competing ethnic groups are wrongly considered as political boundaries which 
are manipulated by few ethnic elites for their own socio-economic and political 
goals. In principle in a federal state, regional states have their own administrative 
regional boundaries for administrative purposes but not for political boundaries 
like a sovereign state. However, in the current scenario it is observed that the elite 
manipulated ethnic mobilizations in the study area considered regional boundaries 
as political boundaries, independent and sovereign from each other. Although the 
administrative boundaries were readjusted for several times as a solution for their 
conflicts, the sources of their conflicts were and are still unable to be addressed 
and got lasting solutions rather their conflict got new shapes, forms and dynamics 
and are more brutal and sever as there is the involvement of illegal automatic 
weapons and various actors in to the conflict.

Based on the research findings, a number of recommendations can be made 
to resolve ethnic conflicts among pastoral groups in Eastern Ethiopia. First, since 
the absence of clearly defined regional boundaries and that of the property right 
regimes in the pastoral areas of eastern Ethiopia is a deep rooted problem and 
mostly causes for most pastoral conflicts in the region, there is an urgent need to 
address such problems by clearly demarcating the contested regional boundaries. 
Second, there should be recognition and understanding to the flexibility/mobile 
nature of pastoral ways of life during drought seasons irrespective of manmade 
regional boundaries. Three, there should be a wide range of deliberations and 
discussion forums at grass root level on the issues of peace and conflict on 
continuous bases that discourages the culture of negative stereotyping, hatred, 
bravery and heroism among the pastoralists. Four, the collaboration between the 
neighboring regional states and their link with the federal state on issues of conflict 
prevention, resolution and management should be strengthened. 

Five, enhancing the capacities and power of the formal as well as informal 
institutions that are operating in the communities at all levels since the local 
and regional political bodies lack the necessary power and less responsible/less 
committed for finding long term solutions. 
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Six, the governing system of addressing conflicts due to boundary, livelihood 
and resource competition should be revised and improved through local 
empowerment, regional-local collaboration and de-politicization/de-ethnicization 
of inter-personal/minor conflicts. Seven, promoting the culture of dialogue as well 
as collaborative and interactive problem solving both at all levels (the political 
and local institutional).
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Appendix

Appendix I:  List of Interviews, FGD participants and contacted persons/officers

No. Name Position Place and date Remark
1 Hassen Ibro Goto                                     Oromo      Community 

elder
Meiso town, 03/10/2013

2 Rashid Bishe Oromo      Community 
elder

Meiso town, 03/10/2013

3 Haron Bishe Oromo      Community 
elder

Meiso town, 03/10/2013

4 Ahmed Muktar Oromo      Community 
elder

Meiso town, 03/10/2013

5 Abera Bilata Oromo Translator Meiso town, 03/10/2013
6 Buh Sewye Mulu   Issa Community elder Gedamaitu, 06/10/2013
7 Medere Girre Issa Community elder Gedamaitu, 06/10/2013

8 Ado Hassen Gedamaitu kebele 
women representative

Gedamaitu, 06/10/2013

9 Mohammed Roble Gedamaitu kebele 
youth representative

Gedamaitu, 06/10/2013

10 Yusuf Buh Gedamaitu kebele 
youth representative

Gedamaitu, 06/10/2013

11 Hassen Fikir Head, Gedamaitu 
kebele 

Gedamaitu, 06/10/2013

12 Mohammed Buh Somali Translator Gedamaitu, 06/10/2013
13 Ahmed Ummer Afar Translator Awash Arba, 05/10/13
14 Hassen Ismail Afar community elder Awash Arba, 05/10/13
15 Adem Farah Afar community elder Awash Arba, 05/10/13
16 Ibrahim Yusuf Afar community elder Awash Arba, 05/10/13
17 Semira Awole Women representative Awash Arba, 05/10/13
18 Kedir Ismail Youth representative Awash Arba, 05/10/13
19 Husien Seid Head, Amibara district 

security Office
Andido town, 04/10/13

20 Tekalign Abebe Expert, Amibara district 
security Office

Andido town, 04/10/13

21 Assefa Ayele Expert, Amibara district 
security Office

Melka Sedie, 04/10/13

22 Hussien Mohammed Expert, Amibara district 
safety net programme

Andido town, 04/10/13
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23 Abdo Mohammed Expert,  Amibara 
district security Office

Andido town, 04/10/13

24 Getachew Simegn Head, Amibara district 
Natural Resources

Andido town, 04/10/13

25 Mohammed Sehim Weima Afar community 
elder

Arba kebele, 28/01/2014 Weima 
clan of Afar

26 Mohammed Bita Weima clan leader 
(Afar)

Arba kebele, 28/01/2014

27 Abdo Mohammed Weima Afar community 
elder

Arba kebele, 28/01/2014

28 Abdu Adem Afar, Translator Arba kebele, 28/01/2014
29 Zahra Abdurahaman Women representative Arba kebele, 28/01/2014
30 Kedija Mohammed Women representative Arba kebele, 28/01/2014
31 Yusuf Abdrahiman Youth representative Arba kebele, 28/01/2014
32 Mohammed Abdele Issa community elder Meiso Mullu, 27/01/2014
33 Ahmed Adem Issa community elder Meiso Mullu, 27/01/2014
34 Mohammed Mussa Issa community elder Meiso Mullu, 27/01/2014
35 Nigatu Demissie Somali Translator Meiso Mullu, 27/01/2014
36 Adem Jildo Kurfasewa elder Kurfasewa kebele – 

Meiso, 26/01/2014
37 Ibrahim Nesru Kurfasewa elder Kurfasewa kebele – 

Meiso, 26/01/2014
38 Jilalo Kedir Kurfasewa elder Kurfasewa kebele – 

Meiso, 26/01/2014
39 Yusf Abdella Kurfasewa elder Kurfasewa kebele – 

Meiso, 26/01/2014
40 Ahmed  Usman Kurfasewa elder Kurfasewa kebele – 

Meiso, 26/01/2014
41 Yasin Bedaso Kurfasewa elder Kurfasewa kebele – 

Meiso, 26/01/2014
42 Abdulhakim Usman Assebot resource 

person
Assebot kebele, Meiso, 
25/01/2014

43 Usman  Aliye Assebot youth 
representative

Assebot kebele, Meiso, 
25/01/2014

44 Abdella Ahmed Head, Sodomogoru 
Misra PA 

Sodomogoru Misra  
kebele, 25/01/2014

45 Yesuf Mohammed Sodomogoru Misra PA 
security

Sodomogoru Misra 
kebele, 25/01/2014

46 Abdosh Aliye Sodomogoru Misra  PA 
community elder

Sodomogoru Misra 
kebele, 25/01/2014
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47 Abrahim Usman Sodomogoru Misra PA 
Manger

Sodomogoru Misra 
kebele, 25/01/2014

48 Benti Mohammed Sodomogoru Misra  
PA DA

Sodomogoru Misra 
kebele, 25/01/2014

 

49 Sufiyan Abdella Sodomogoru Misra 
School Director

Sodomogoru Misra 
kebele, 25/01/2014

50 Abdulwahib Ummer Head, Meiso Wereda 
Administration 

Meiso, 14/9/2013

51 Mohammed Sheik 
Aliye

Head, Meiso Wereda 
Peace building

Meiso, 14/9/2013

52 Nejash Ali Expert, West Hararghe 
Zone Conflict 
Management & 
Resolution

Chiro, 14/9/2013

53 Kebede Gelletu Head, West Hararghe 
Zone Administration

Chiro, 16/9/2013

54 Shiferaw Nigussie Team leader, West 
Hararghe Zone Conflict 
Prevention and 
Resolution

Chiro, 16/9/2013

55 Mahmud Sahid Shinlle Zone Security 
Officer

Shinlle, 19/9/2013

56 Rashid Ali Expert, Shinlle Zone 
Security 

Shinlle, 19/9/2013

57 Yusuf Adem Ali Meiso Wereda Security 
and Justice Vice- 
Administration

Meiso, 14/9/2013
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